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Dear Residents:
Happy New Year! It’s hard to believe that we are 
into the second half of the school year! The holiday 
season is behind us, and we are settling in for the 
remainder of the year. 

Welcome to the inaugural edition of the Warren 
Hills Regional Recorder. It is our intent to produce a 
four-page newsletter twice per year to share more of 
the happenings in the Warren Hills Regional district 
with our community. The school district has many 
accomplishments to be proud of and we hope you 
will agree after reading more about our students, 
staff, and board of education.

In between editions of the WHR Recorder we encour-
age you to visit our website at www.warrenhills.org. 
We update it regularly and post events that are of 
interest to our community at large. For example, in 
the late fall the middle school hosted a Veterans Day 

What’s the Big Deal About 
Middle States Accreditation?  
Middle States Association of Colleges and Schools 
is a non-governmental, non-profit organization of 
diverse educational institutions committed to ensur-
ing that students in accredited school systems are 
receiving the highest quality education. The Associ-
ation also seeks to ensure that accredited school sys-
tems are continuously examining their growth and 
improvement efforts through effective leadership, 
a comprehensive program of self study, evaluation 
by peer educators external to the school system, 
and supportive services.

The process for accreditation and/or reaccreditation 
is a voluntary and rigorous, nearly two year self 
examination of the school district requiring admin-

istrators, teachers, parents, students and 
community members to fully commit 
to critically reviewing the district’s 
strengths and weaknesses.  A peer review 
is done by the Middle States Association 
which results in a report detailing areas 
of excellence and areas for improvement.

Salute, and in September we hosted a Community 
Day in partnership with several area businesses and 
civic organizations. Our schools are the center of 
our large and diverse community. We invite you to 
take a peek inside and learn more about us.

Warmly,

Dr. Thomas J. Altonjy, Superintendent of Schools 
and the Warren Hills Regional Board of Education

Warren Hills Middle School hosted a Veterans Day Salute in 
November. Veterans representing all branches of the military 
and the U.S. Coast Guard joined in the event.

The protocol used by the Warren Hills Regional School 
District is Excellence by Design (EBD) which allows 
for strategic planning through a systems approach that 
addresses both our middle school and high school. Or 
stated another way, we look at our district as a whole, 
not as two different schools. With input from stakehold-
ers, a mission statement and statements of core values 
were determined and established. 

The report from Middle States is lengthy, but full of 
information about our district and how we are coming 
together to improve student achievement – our main 
goal in making sure our children are fully prepared 
for the world they will inherit. 

We urge you to review the Middle States report on our 
website. Take your time reading it as there is much to 
absorb. Consider becoming involved in the district as a 
volunteer in your areas of expertise. Let us know your 
thoughts and ideas. Working together we can prepare 
our students for educational experiences and career 
opportunities to thrive in the global community. 
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The WHR Middle States Coordinators pic-
tured left to right are Susan Rader, Luanne 
Ferenci, Mary Kaye Bartek, Christal Barr, 
and Geri McKelvey.



What’s the Big Deal About Middle States Accreditation? cont.

Objective #1 is a constant for us. We are always 
exploring new ways and best practices to move our 
students to high academic levels. This past fall the 
supervisors conducted several cluster articulation 
meetings with teachers from the WHRSD and all 
the sending districts. Recently 18 teams from all 
over the county competed in the Warren County 
Grade 7/8 Battle of the Minds competition, which 
was hosted by Warren Hills Regional. Our 8th 
grade team won first place. On a broader scale, in 
September 2014 we introduced a new Grade Point 
Average (GPA) and grading scale. The GPA com-
mittee, which became a part of the Middle States 
initiative, assessed whether the current grading 
scale and GPA conversion scale were beneficial to 
students and aligned with the grading scales used 
by colleges, universities, and other high performing 
high schools. Finally, our state assessment results 
have seen moderate to exceptional growth at all 
grade levels in Language Arts and Mathematics 
when compared to peers in comparable school 
districts state-wide. We believe our students are on 
the right track to meet our academic objectives.  

Please see page 3 for additional details about 
WHR state assessment results.

Objective #2 speaks to supporting the use of technol-
ogy in academic and problem solving learning. We 
are finding new ways to achieve this using current 
resources.  For example, our Girls Coding with Girls 
program, now in its second year, is using a free 

application from MIT to teach young girls to 
embrace the use of technology and consider 
it as a career choice. This program reaches an 
underrepresented population in our district of 
young women pursuing technology. Our Hour 
of Code has demonstrated a significant rise in 
interest in computer science. Other technology 
initiatives include a new guideline for cell phone 

use for academic purposes in the classroom at 

the high school, training for PARCC and technology 
infrastructure upgrades to ensure an ample number of 
computer stations and bandwidth.  

Communication will also be a challenge, especially in 
a district such as ours with several sending districts. 
We maintain our focus on Objective #3 because it 
is important and we do not want to become lax in 
making sure all information is distributed and shared 
in ways our communities will appreciate. We look to 
you, the community, to provide feedback on the ways 
in which you prefer to receive information from us as 
well as the methods to get your thoughts and ideas to 
us. Our website (www.warrenhills.org), the Honey-
well Instant Alert System, the Superintendent Forums 
and the introduction of this newsletter, Warren Hills 
Regional Recorder, are all ways we are communicat-
ing with our stakeholders. We are also exploring so-
cial media and other means of communication across 
our large geographical area and diverse community. 

Engaging the whole community in the education of 
our children as in Objective #4 is crucial to their 
understanding of the rich opportunities that await 
them or in which they can become involved. Service 
projects by our students benefiting the community 
are just a small way the community and our schools 
can come together. As examples our National Honor 
Society held a tremendously successful Relay for Life 
event. A Community Day and Health Fair – two sep-
arate events – brought together local businesses and 
community members from all across Warren County 
to learn about health and wellness and social service 
programs and agencies. We are bringing community 
members into the school system to share their exper-
tise as board members, committee members, mentors, 
guest speakers, and program volunteers.

We encourage residents to share their time and talents 
with our students to help us shape our district and par-
ticipate actively in our common vision for the future.
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Objective #1:  
By the year 2020,  
students of WHRSD  
will demonstrate  
measurable growth in 
academic areas.

Objective #2:  
By the year 2020, the 
WHRSD will support a 
technology structure that 
promotes the advance-
ment of 21st century 
skills.

Objective #3:  
By the year 2020, the 
WHRSD will increase 
opportunities and enhance 
its methods of communi-
cation among all stake-
holders.

Objective #4:  
By the year 2020, 
WHRSD will demonstrate 
increased interest and 
engagement in school and 
community activities.

The district developed four objectives to work towards in their self study. They are: 



Left to Right: Jeff Steele, Supervisor 
of Mathematics and Science; Earl 
Clymer, Warren Hills Regional 
High School Principal; Ari Eisner, 
Warren Hills Regional High 
School  Science Teacher, Dawn A. 
Moore, Director of Curriculum 
and Instruction; and Dr. Thomas J. 
Altonjy, Superintendent.

Hats off... to our Students
Students from WHR continually demonstrate achievements in all 
areas including academic, athletic, visual and performing and ex-
tra-curricular activities and clubs. Below are just a few of the many 
accomplishments so far this school year.

• The 9th grade Academy recognized 203 
students, or 60% of total enrolled, with 
first marking period honors.

• Six WHRHS student filmmakers were 
featured at a Film Festival hosted at the 
Middletown Public Library.

• WHR International Clubs organized 
another successful “Around the World in 
80 Dishes” event.

• WHRMS students participated and 
placed in several categories in the  
Warren County Debate.

• The Washington Food Pantry received 
more than 1,100 non-perishable food 
items at a food drive organized by the 
Builders Club. 

• The WHR 8th Grade Battle of the Minds 
Team placed first out of 18 teams.

• Bravo to the Cast and crew of “Harvey” 
for a successful production.

• WHR Marching Band and color guard 
selected for “Best Music” at the North 
Warren and Bloomfield competitions.

• All eight WHR fall sports teams played 
strong all season long. The season con-
cluded with a Group 3 State Champion-
ship for the Varsity Field Hockey Team.  
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Warren Hills Regional School District Governor’s Awards

Ari Eisner
Governor’s Educator of the Year Award

2014-2015
Warren Hills Regional High School

Amanda Best
Governor’s Educator of the Year Award

2014-2015
Warren Hills Regional Middle School

Hope Ranalli
Governor’s Educational Services  
Professional of the Year Award

2014-2015
Warren Hills Regional Middle School

Left to Right: Dr. Thomas J. 
Altonjy, Superintendent; Dawn A. 
Moore, Director of Curriculum ad 
Instruction; Amanda Best, Warren 
Hills Regional Middle School Special 
Education Teacher, Patricia Hetrick, 
Warren Hills Regional Middle School 
Principal; and Jeff Steele, Supervisor 
of Mathematics and Science. 

Left to Right: Dr. Thomas J. Altonjy, 
Superintendent; Hope Ranalli, 
Warren Hills Regional Middle School 
Guidance Counselor and Student 
Assistance Counselor; Patricia Hetrick, 
Warren Hills Regional Middle School 
Principal; and Dawn A. Moore, 
Director of Curriculum and Instruction.

WHR congratulates the 2014-15 Governor’s Educator Award recipients. The program highlights educational innovation, student 
achievement, the rewards of teaching, and important services outside the classroom environment that lead to student success. Awards 
were presented to:

State Assessments  
-A Snapshot
•   WHR students made moderate to exceptional  growth 

when comparing performance on State Assessments 
in 2013 and 2014 in Language Arts and Mathematics,  
particularly in grades 8 and 11. 

•  Specifically, the following performance areas showed 
moderate to excellent progress:
-   Language Arts-Grade 7 to Grade 8: Increase of  

24.3 points.
-   Mathematics- Grade 7, 2012 to Grade 8, 2013: 

Increase of 6.1 points.
-   Language Arts, Grade 11, 2014: Scored 1.7 points 

above the State score and on par with similar 
socio-economic districts. 

•   Mathematics, Grade 11, 2014: Scored 5.8 points above 
the State score and 2.1 points above similar socio-eco-
nomic districts.
-  More students moved into the Advanced 

Proficiency level by 4.0 points. 
• Biology Competency Test-Scores remain consistent.

Tracking Progress
•   Language Arts, 2010-2014: Increase of 26.9 points 

[up from 13. 3 points last year’s class].
•  Mathematics, 2010-2014: Increase of  13.0 points.

Please visit our home page to view an entire copy of the State 
Assessments presented in October 2014.
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Board of Education Members 

Richard Havrisko, President
Kathleen  Halpin, Vice President
John Bell
Daniel Brundage
Linda Feller
Kristin Fox
Donna Golda
Christopher Hamler
Lisa Marshall

Administration 
Thomas J. Altonjy, Ed. D.,  
Superintendent

Maureen Joyce, SFO,  
School Business Administrator/
Board Secretary

OUR MISSION: 

The Warren Hills Regional School District 
challenges and empowers a dynamic, diverse 
student body in a supportive learning environ-
ment by providing academic and co-curricular 
opportunities  to become successful, productive 
members of the global community.

ROD Grants 
Save WHR 
$542,000
A new heating and cooling 
system, including a boiler 
replacement, was recently 
completed at WHR Middle 
School. The district applied 
for state Regular Operating 
District (ROD) grants, which 
covered 41%,  or more than 
$542,000 of the project’s 
costs. The new system is 
expected to last for over 
30 years, and operate at a 
94.6% energy efficiency. 
There was no impact on the 
2014-15 operating budget as 
it was fully funded through 
the ROD grant and funds 
reserved over the years.

WHR Alumni return 
for a STEM Showcase 
to inspire students 
to pursue  higher 
education studies in 
STEM related careers.

Parents Wendy and Steve Sefcik (center) present 
“Remembering T.J.” at an assembly focused on 
teen suicide and depression. Dr. Thomas J. Altonjy, 
superintendent of schools (left) and middle school 
principal  Patricia Hetrick (right) join the Sefick’s 
after an informative and emotional presentation. 
The Sefcik’s son T.J. committed suicide in 2010.   
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Watch your mail for our next WHR Recorder 
newsletter in the Spring 2015.

Another fine musical performance by WHR students.


